THE 


GLEMSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk  and  the  Sudbury  Union. 


Annual  Hqrort  af  tlju  JERncal  (Dffxxur  of  Ijcaltlj  for  1903. 

Prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  of 

the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

Population  1891,  2375;  1901,  1975.  Area  in  Acres  2246.  Number  of  persons  per 
acre  0.9. 

Inhabited  houses  456.  Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  4.3. 

Geological  formation  : boulder  clay  with  iutercalating  beds  of  drift  sands  and  gravel. 
Chalk  underlying  on  highest  ground  at  a depth  of  about  130ft.,  less  in  the  valleys. 
Superficially  alluvium. 

The  Parish  of  Glemsford,  which  formed  part  of  the  Melford  Rural  District,  obtained 
Urban  Powers  on  the  1st  October,  1896,  and  became  a separate  district.  This  is  the 
Seventh  Annual  Report  to  the  Glemsford  Urbau  District  Council. 


Vital  Statistics. 

fc 

Births  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  46,  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  23 .2  per  1000  of 
the  population.  The  number  is  below  the  average  when  compared  with  the  birth-rates  during  the  previous  seven  years, 
which  were  as  follows : 

1896.  1897-  1898.  1899.  1900,  1901.  1902.  1903.. 

Births  ...  ...  70  64  62  71  47  50  40  46 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  29.4  26.9  26.0  29.8  19.7  25.4  20,3  23.2 


Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  during  the  year,  together  with  the  deaths  of  5 persons 
belonging  to  the  district  in  Sudbury  Workhouse,  amounting  to  37,  equivalent  to  the  death-rate  of  18.2  per  1000  of  the 
populaiion.  The  deaths  for  the  past  seven  years  were  as  follows  : 
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Infant  Mortality.  There  were  7 deaths  under  one 
per  1000  of  births  registered. 

The  following  is  the  record  for  the  last  seven  years : 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases.  These 
the  past  seven  years  the  Zymotic  death-rate 
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Other  Causes  of  deaths  were  Phthisis  5,  Cancer  3,  Pneumonia  and  Asthma  4,  Accidents  2. 

The  higher  death-rate  _of  this  year  is  due  to  the  unusual  circumstance  of  the  deaths  of  5 old  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  in  the  Sudbury  Workhouse,  and  also  the  deaths  of  two  persons  from  accidents. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  seven,  or  3.5  per  1000  of  the 
population,  viz: — Scarlet  Fever  2,  Continued  Fever  3,  Erysipelas  2. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  first  case  occurred  in  February  and  was  that  of  a school  girl,  aged  eight.  No  origin  for  the  infection 
could  be  discovered,  and  though  there  were  seven  other  children  in  the  family,  all  escaped.  The  second  case  occurred  shortly 
after  the  first,  without  any  trace  of  connection.  Isolation  as  far  as  possible  was  carried  out,  disinfectants  were  supplied,  and  the 
houses  at  the  proper  time  were  disinfected,  and  no  other  cases  occurred. 

_ Continued  Fever.  In  July,  three  children  had  low  fever  without  any  specific  symptoms,  the  houses  were  inspected  but 
no  insanitary  conditions  were  found. 


Measles.  Several  cases  occurred  in  June,  but  the  disease  did  not  become  epidemic!  still  three  cases  proved  fatal  in  very 
young  children  from  broncho-pneumonia. 

Water  Supply , A constant  supply  of  water  was  maintained  during  the  year  from  the  five  public  pumps.  The  scheme  for 
providing  the  district  with  a general  supply  from  Water  works,  was  further  advanced  by  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry 
which  resulted  in  a loan  being  gianted  to  enable  a boring  to  be  made.  The  site  selected  and  approved  was  in  the  lowest  lying 
part  of  the  district  near  the  railway  station,  and  a contract  was  made  to  sink  an  8g  inch  bore  nole  into  the  underlying  cliaitc 
It  was  expected  that  the  chalk  would  be  reached  at  a depth  of  80  or  90  feet,  but  this  has  not  been  realized  ; as  up  to  the  present 
time  a depth  of  120  feet  has  been  bored,  yet  has  uot  penetrated  the  overlying  boulder  clay  ; still  it  ctinnot  be  far  off  doing  so. 
One  analysis  of  water  from  a private  well  was  made,  the  quality  of  the  sample  was  not  very  satisfactory. 


Sewers  & General  Sanitation.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Herbert 
L.  Taylor. 

“ No  new  sewers  were  laid  down  this  year. 

“ Two  new  privies  erected. 

“ Five  privy  cesspools  converted  into  pail  closets. 

“ Number  of  Inspections  made,  280. 

“ Nuisances  remedied  by  written  notice,  8. 

“ Nuisances  remedied  by  verbal  notice,  36. 

“ No  new  houses  were  erected. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  abated. 

Systematic  as  well  as  special  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  District. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  No  complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M,  Inspector  of  factories  and  workshops. 

The  three  factories  reported  last  year  as  having  very  inadequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  now  made 
reasonable  provision  in  conformity  to  notice  served  upon  them. 

There  are  twenty-five  workshops,  including  eight  bakehouses.  These  were  generally  found  satisfactory,  and  kept  in 
accordance  with  their  respective  regulations  and  orders.  Any  sanitary  defects  to  which  attention  was  called  were  at  once 
remedied. 

Lists  of  outworkers  were  received  and  the  dwellings  when  inspected  were  found  satisfactory.  1 

Tabular  statements,  according  to  the  forms  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  of  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
district  are  appended  to  the  official  reports.  Also  a tabular  statement  according  to  the  form  required  by  the  West  Suffolk 
County  Council. 

’ J.  SINCLAIR  HOLDEN,  M.D., 

Medical  Office of  Health. 


